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MINNIE MADDBRX FIWCK

now presenting IB New York
a reverential artls

tic drama based OB the story
tl the Magdalen of the New Testament

the performance hat received the
varying approval of the Metropolitan
riiics whatever their attitude u to the

problem play Mary of
i miiiosses them all as essentially

Influence Pens which lave
lial itually poured forth their most vi-

ijoratlve and intense phrases against
ufh works aa A Modern Magdalen-
n 3im this new play helpful Inspi-
rits rind uplifting

This curious spectacle aa curious for
tlio Inanlnlty of oplnioB Involved as
f r the special substance of that opi-
nionhas exdted muck comment Both
croups of critics are accused ot icon
si stoncy both are laboring to set tw-
F Ivos aright sad both are coutri ut-

Irjr to the most widespread dtacr aion-

of the drams as a Moral influence wch
has occurred since the first manifesta-
tions of Ibsens gettius a discussion of
unusual interest for Washington In
of Mme Dunes recent local appear
Ilvp and the prospective presentation ef-

chararteiJrtie prattem plays by Miss
Mary Shaw and Mrs Campbell

Nothing could exceed the veheaMaee
with which William Winter of the Xw
York Tribune has at various
crndemned such works as Sap

Zaza and The Second Mm Tauqu
ray or the eloquence with which h
now espouses Mary of Magdala The
plays first named are Inutile mtsgulovu
evil the last is a vivid portrayal C

virtues struggle against appetite and an
irresistible inspiration to a life of

purity This is the most extreme
advanced and gauged by the per

sistent support extended lath Sapbe
and Zasa It has not materially af-

fected their reputation But the inter-
est the venerable critic has aroused
will not down Aa far as the sphere of
hIs influence extends which is far be
yond Washington men and women are
casting about for standard by which
to judge such dramatis
for example as are announced for local
presentation this wk by Mrs Camp-

bell
It Is or should be manliest that not
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n Mr Winter can decide so broad a
for all humanity Various

niiils are variously affected by the same
moral force it is entirely conceivable
that portions of Paradise Lost might
injure temporarily the minds of the
immature the student and the average

American theatergoers would think
ry differently of Congress or Wycberly-

f works of those two degenerates
were now to be produced the educa-

tion which enables men to read the dis-

course which passed between Socrates
in Phaedrus while the fountain war-
T i at their feet and the cicadas chirped

y rhoad secures their minds against
fho vie Ions fancy that discourse must
jtNiiably arouse in the minds of the
i ucated Phrases which are

commonplaces of one age offend
the roughest nature in another as is

ilantly evidenced by a glance at a
v rbatim reprint of the folio Shake
i are

passing upon modern plays
h i f is to be remembered that
iM fast rule can be applied to a
rnpc lte audience Mho that which as

M mbles to view public theatrical per-

formances No our neither the pro
f i nal critic nor anyone else can
draw the line for all classes of men
What the professional critic can do and-

s titvd to do is to determine for his-
r r ors whether the play on which
i judgment bears a good message

i vil message or no message at all
average of its patrons

lrt trust see the drama la the light of
Rosiest good to the greatest num

l r and communicate that view to such
as an unlined to respect It

I otorml lBjg even the greatest good
the greatest number la however

easy Thackerays notes are Ailed
his perplexity la this regard

instance he is much pusaled to tell
a ii h oeU brsted a great public function

furoessfuHy a large fat tan
a grandfather at least walking placidly-
in the sunshins sacking a stick of bar
leysugar or tin ntgsBtartss of the
bUTo church taw ate wise
8p hes
tag to several IB tbsat
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rieate the nrabium Is still more trouMe-
me
Surely BO standard oaR be adopted

which does not take cognisance of pan-
tomime sad good comedy It eaa
be taken for granted that a drama need
not be solemn to be good Nor must it
of necessity be didactic except in the
sense that any pure work teaches the su-

perior pleasure and greeter beauty to be
found B things which are pure There U-

BO great moral lesson ballad Lend Me
Five Shillings for example but who
shall say It is not emtaoaUr b Uful
The greatest number has aa assured
claim OB good clean eomady

But the atmosphere in the realm of
morality is DOt clear The one mani-
fest principle is that ae play should offer
an education In vice To assume that a
public Institution less only than the
church and the school shall not deal with
the great problems of sociology however
ta absurd Yet every problem play pre
seated la any standard American theater
in the put half century can urge that
defense they have all dealt with socio-
logical problems and the very boldest of
them law ended morally

It may be that the right standard is to
be found in this dictum by Macaulay
That what is Immoral shall not be pre

to the imagination of the young
and susceptible in constant connection
with what is attractive For as the
semi great student argues subsequently

every person who ha observed the op-

eration of the law of association In his
own mind and in the minds of others
knows that whatever is constantly pre-
sented to the imagination in connection
with what Is attractive will commonly
Itself become attractive The gallery
patrons at any theater are quick to ac-
cept the spirit of any play The respon-
sibility of the playwright is accordingly
to keep his work clean and healthful In-
spirit a that spirit must appeal to that
portion rtf his audience to avoid such a
connection of misconduct and personal
charm as will becloud that spirit In their
minds as It is undoubtedly beclouded in

Sapho and The Oay Lord Quex
And to fuse that spirit Into every move-
ment of the plot so that the plays whole
tone will be opposed to vice and not the
last scene only

These then are the substitutes pro-
posed for the inexorable rule which crit-
ics like Mr Winter would propound a
consideration sot of the critic only or the
numskull but of the whole body of the
plays patrons a primal view of their
intellects and Interests and a stern eon
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HARRY C BLANEY

denumtion of such plays as by belittling
the misery which vice entails or by unit-
ing immorality with charm of person
excite in the minds of the susceptible
an association of vice with attraction

A D A

Past and Future-
Tb Wild Rome sad The Old Home-

stead divided a moderate patronage
west about equally Bastions well

tried ftsjpsriw mot with a similar re-
esptlsx Chasers vaudeville bald Its own

last

¬

aa It does usually The Aoadawy tile
Lyceum and the Empire each purveyed
amusement of a nature
to characteristic bosses the Mat named
doing especially goad with
The of Hum
The offerings lor the ensuing six

however promise a more thriving busi

car eterltio

business
loss

days

merely friends though
spirit aa much In low with each other
aa ever Richard develops Into a
great political prSBrtsssss and at the
opening of play lure been elected te
the rskbsug through the influence ef
the countess who has induced her bus

cW and twelve years tile tyro

Ilea

of

ties for
have

ran

the

ROBERT EMMET at Lafayettethe

nose Mrs Campbell ia now firmly estab-
lished U an artist of very high rank
Mr Gillettes position Is equally secure
and in Washington he Is personally so
popular that with or without Sherlock
Holmes be would be assured extended
patronage J Wesley Rosenquest will
present at the Lafayette an exception-
ally strong company in what critics
elsewhere have pronounced an excep-
tionally strong romantic drama Th
Chase bill is very strong The Academy
Lyceum and Empire alt anticipate pro-

verbial winter patronage

Mrs Campbell In Repertoire
A theatrical event of decided interest

and importance ia the appearance of the
famous English actress Mrs Patrick
Campbell at the Columbia Theater
Monday night under the direction of
Charles Frobman when she begins a
weeks engagement supported by Fred
erick Kerr and her London company
She will appear in a number of her most
famous characters and also In two new
plays the meet important of which is
The Joy of Living a translation of

Hermann Budermsnns great play Es
Lebe das Leben by Kdith Wharton

This will be the opening play of her
engagement and its presentation for the
first time in English In this city carries
with it an unusual degree of literary-
as well as dramatic Interest It is
regarded by many as the great German
authors masterpiece and has attained
a tune and distinction abroad as one
of the greatest dramas of modern real
lam of recent times its theme is

and ia certata phases
veto

Isle al developing
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of life in nigh official circles In Ger-
many it emphasizes the inevitable and
relentless reparation that must be made
or sin no matter how long or how

carefully concealed
Countess Beats a woman of peat

force of characters had aa affair fifteen
years before the story opens with Baron
Richard a friend of her husband It
was broken off after a short time by
proper consideration of family and so

¬

band Count Michael to resign his claim
for the place In favor of Richard But
la the bitterns of the campaign the
Socialist opponent of Richard who his
two of the countess letters la his pos-
session has published In a newspaper an
account of the early Intimacy Thla story
Is developed with grant earnestness and
force and hi a profoundly philosophic
spirit In the end the woman makes
expiation and to save her husbands
honor her daughters happiness and her
lovers future she expires in an Intense-
ly dramatic scene having triumphantly
toasted the Joy of living in a glass of
poisoned wine It will be noted even
from this mere outline of the character
of the Countess Beata that it is wonder-
fully suited to Mrs Campbells intense
and striking personality her lie Intel-
lectual force and her command of
sweeping emotions She has already won
extraordinary success ia it and added

worthy triumph to the list of char-
acter creations which have made her fa

The play Is in acts and is elabor-
ately staged Her company is large and
Includes Vaughan Olaaer R C ilea
Charles Bryant Marc Macdermott W
J Montgomery James Walter
Howe Harry Dorntea Julius Royston
Miss Amy Lambent Miss Rose Dupre
and others

The Joy of Living will be repented
Tuesday Wednesday and Saturday
nights Thursday sight a sew comedy

Aunt Jeannie by K F Benson author
of Duds will be gives Friday sight
Fiascos great ping The Second Mrs
Taofluaray will be presented Per the
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Saturday matinee Mrs Campbell lies
announced Magda Sudermanoi other
famous play

Sherlock Holmes and Mr Gillette
The ia Washington of Wil-

liam Gillette situ an absence of about
two years will undoubtedly create un-

usual interest He open Ms ssassa at
the New National Theater tomorrow
night in Sherlock Holmes sad Ute

appearance
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WILLIAM GILLETTE Mrs PATRICK CAMPBELL

son Is limited to six evening perform-
ances and on It Is also an-
nounced that this wm be Mr Oiltanes
last appearance to Washington ia this
character aa other plans made tar kim
two yuan ago must be carried out next

The history ot the Sherlock
Holmes of the stage is the beat possi-
ble comment upon the popularity of the
actorauthor and his play It beg at
the Garrick Theater three years ago
It Is a well known fact that no dramati-
zation of a book has aver reached the
popularity accorded Mr Gillettes Sher-
lock Holmes The run at the Garrick
lasted throughout the entire season It
was followed by a season on tour iatthla
country to enormous audiences sliasta
year Mr Gillette spent the entire tea
sun at the Lyceum Theater London It
was originally intended that the engage-
ment In England should be for twelve
weeks only but so pronounced was his
success that the run was extended for
eight months and only terminated then
because a prior contract made with Sir
Henry Irving by the Lyceum Theater
rendered Its continuance impossible

Tills season ia the fourth Mr
Gillette ban given to Sherlock Holmes
and the tact that be has been sheens
from the country an satire year will
make his return all the more welcome
The company which Charles Frobman
has engaged to support Mr Giflette Is
said to be of the best he has ever had
It is oampossd of American and Knglish
artists many of whom played through-
out the entire London engagement

It will Interest those who Intend to
see Sherlock Hetmes to know that the
curtain rises at S oclock sharp each
evening and at 2 oclock at the matinee
performance After 835 evenings and
225 at the matinee no one will be
sated until the end of the Scat act Mr
Ulllette and the management of the
New National Theater Insist that the
audiences shall not be disturbed by a
few late comers

A Local Orchestra of Highest Merit
Mary considerations unite to give the

forthcoming concert of the Washington
Symphony Orchestra an unusual interest
for the whole city Its conductor Mr
Reginald De Naves is one of the famous
American composers and one of the most
prominent exponents of musical art Tba
membership of the orchestra includes
the most capable performers within
reach of the city and compares favorably
with that of similar orchestras else-
where even of the more widely k9wa
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DOLLY EARLE

orchestras of Boston Chicago sad New
York The program is of particular
merit and will be heightened Ia attracti-
veness by the appearance of OvWe Mu
ate widely sad favorably knows as a
viola aoloiac But Its chief interest de-

pend on the fact that the comes inau-
gurate a second season for a symphony

¬

¬

¬

orchestra IB Washington and those who
are ia attendance will thus contribute
to the Arm estaMlahment hen of a bead
abundantly able to interpret the beat
works of tho greatest composers

The concert Win occur Tuesday after
noon next at 414 oclock ia the New
National Theater prugram will In-

clude lye numbers of which two are
particularly Inviting Beethovens Sym
phny No VII and Mendelssohns Con-

certo In B minor Wagers Metator
singer Vorsplel Strauss Kuenatlerle
ben Wateer and an original composUtea
by Mr Musts entitled Caprice No fa-
ro the other selections The vtoltaut
with of course play the Mendelssohn
eoncerto with the orchestra

But the interest In the perform-
ance must be RS has already been iadi-

enf that for Ute fist time in Its his
tory Washington to to have a permanent
orchestra of the highest grade Many
other attempts have been suede in
equally good faith but with no success
Until Mr De Korea inaugurated the
present morratent Washington had no

to compare with the Boston Sym-
phony or the corresponding bodies In
Philadelphia Baltimore Plttaburg and
Chicago Today its orchestra would re-
fleet credit on any one of those cities

although U may still lack the marve-
lous fouls which many years leave given
the Boston Symphony and its prospects
for developing the highest efficiency are
bright IB view of these facts local music
lovers should regard it a privilege to
contribute support If they do M the
musical possibilities of the National Cap-
ital will expand Immeasurably

Miss Shaw to Interpret Ibsen
Ghosts by Hendrik Ibsen the fa-

mous Norwegian philosopher and play-
wright will be gives at the Columbia
Theater at a special matinee next Tues-
day Miss Mary Shaw the wellknown
actress will appear in the role of Mrs
Airing and the minor roles will be

bands of players from the George
Fawcett company This organisation
comes to Wasbtagton especially to pre-

sent Ghosts at a single matinee per
torataace Similar matinees are being
given in other cities The play Is a
strong moral lesson and though It was
hotly denounced when originally pro-

duced It is now accepted as a strong
specimen of the modern literary drama
The leading characters are a mother and
her son Tile former seeks to save the
hater from the doom of heredity but
In vain He has inherited all kinds of
evil and habits of dissipation front his
father The effort to out heredity
Is a splendid dramatic achievement but
of course it falls Miss Shaw will be
tile mother and Frederick Lewis will be
soon u the SOB Oswald This is the Brat
of a series of matinees to be gives at the
Columbia by Miss Shaw and the George
Fawcett company The curtain will rise
promptly at 215 oclock

Irish Drama at the Lafauette
Brsndon Tynan la his popular Irish

drama Robert Basset the Days of
MM will be the attraction at the
Lafayette Theater this coming week

play excited considerable in
terhjst JB logftl 3r h circles as It is
said to be te first play dealing with
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HARRY MORRIS

an Irish historical subject which haa
been produced in many years Several
of the boxes have been engaged for tile
opening performance bj the oncers of
various Irish societies and clubs and a
gala opening night is expected

Mr Tynan in constructing the plot of
Robert Kmmet is said to have adhered-
as closely to historical fact aa dramatic
possibilities would allow and the result
is a story of unusual Interest in which
but little fiction has been found setae
sari

Some very handsome stage effects are
promised in the mounting of Robert
Kmmet It is said Manager Rosenquest
has spent a small fortune on the pro
duction which has the reputation of
being the most elaborate presentation
ot an Irish drama ever given More than
one hundred people are needed in the
performance and the company is an all
star cast one of the strongest ever
brought together for a melodrama
Among its members are Owes Fawcett
Francis Powers P August Anderson
Luke Martin J P Sullivan James H
Bradbury Eugene Powers Fulton

Frederick Sumner Angela Russell
Carolyn Whyte Margaret Hayward and
Celcl Trans

Seasonable Offerings at Chases
Those who will entertain and

the polite vaudeville legion this
week are Miss Amelia Snmmsrvllle who
will contribute to the gayety of the Mil
in a society monologue called An Af-

ternoon Tea the Four Otto la a gal-

vanic little comedy Hetnses Dilemma
written by Joseph Hart Foxy Grandpa
Eugene ORourke who with Miss Nellie
Eltiag and a stuttering darkey wiH
present Edmond Days farcical brevity
Parlor A Leo Dervalto the spiral

asceaslontat who will walk a globe up
a narrow and steep spiral pathway
Lamar sad Gabriel unique rontedlsai
Queen Llls Royal Hawaiian Trouba-
dours eight ia number one of the most
picturesque groups of singers and

assembled in pottto vaudeville
Mat LeRoy and Wsoufsru In A
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LWrte Nonsense T1 as thlr
specialty U called ai 1 J5 i eard II

lustrated by the nagnuh motion
with twelve scents containing dis-

solving effects and spectacular tableaux

Across the Piclffe
Harry Clay Blaney wltt present his

successful mulodrama Acrrfs th
eic at the Academy of 5h lc tomor-
row night Mr Blapey s talent has bo a
constantly directed toward meeting the
popular taste and in his latest upto
date elect its kite the mark It Is 1

wing play throbbing with life stud
exhaling love and villainy Its situations
are startling but never indecent Mr
Blanys plays are noted for their scenic
sleets and this Is no exception to the
rule The Montana mining country th
Chinese section of San Francisco the
scenes in the Philippines with the
transport swinging from the dock on its
way to Manila are all well worth so-

Ing In a flght at blockhouse No 7 Mr
Introduces a rapldflrlng gun

which was used on San Juan Hill The
play does not lack mirthprovoking
nations Whenever excitement di a
down the fun pops up Mr Blaney bo
lag responsible for tIN greater part of
It He appears as Willie Live a

correspondent sad in connec-
tion with many s
brought to the h introduces slog
lag and dancing specialties

Nlflht on Broadway at Kernans
Harry Morris Night en Broadway

will hold forth this week at Kernan s
Lyceum fit is std Mr Morris has this
season su passed all his previous efforts
sad presents to Ute public one of the
largest and most complete attractions
of the kind ever sm in vaudeville
houses Night o Broadway is a
musical faros fun of strong dramatis

Mr Harry Morris ss FMeder the candy
manufacturer has a character that fits
him like a glove and the production Is
helped to success by the individual
members of the company comprising
Mildred Steelier Carrie Weber Alice
Porter Ollle Omega Defile Fenton Carl
Anderson Edward Adams Tony Asher
M Brannna Harry Bmerson Blar e
Latch Lisale KIm Lillian Barry J
dele XarviHe Donna Dean Sara larr
Oeorgie Kyle Lottie Bradley Mabol
Wellington Maggie Height Alice Wall
lag Evelyn Clifford and Irene

Ballet United With Burlesque
Manager Schlsstngsr otters a bUlx

class attraction far Empire Theater
this cousins week whoa Bolossy Ki
ralfy Ballet recently sees in this city
at the Lafayette Theater with Around

World sod the Gilded vforld Pur
iesquer will hold forth The Klrafys
ballet should prove a great drawing card
for Empire It is composed of six-

teen pretty and clever English dancing
girls from Uw Empire Theater London
Issquers will hold forth The Kiralfr
company was the feature They will
seen in a number of new ballets with
special electric effects and new CCH

taming balance of the bill is to
be given by the burlesqua company an
will consist of Ave highclass vau3evii
acts and tws Mariettas ThE vud vil
llans are Tom and Gertie Grimes Dot-

ty Earle Mr sad Mrs Irving Boyle
Fred Bowman and Hughes and Hams
ton Twentyfive comely girls will

in the burlesques both of fhkft
are said to be replete with comedy Spe-

cial scenery and elegant wardrrbc are
features with this eompaar iiadditioa
to this program Max Luttssrg one o

this countrys champion wrestlers wii
be seen after the regular performances
at which time be will meet all comers
and forfeit f2S to anyone whom be fails
to throw within flftssn minutes

Tonights Concert at the Empire
The Williams and Walker Sons of

Ham company numbering thirty o

pie will be stow Mtnlgac at the Empire
Theater In a grand concert This organ
isation during the week just passed has
entertained the largest audiences of the
season at the theater Indicated A
special program lean boss arranged and
some very meritorious mosisal and vocal
numbers will be heard 10 company In-

cludes some ot the best colored talent
before the public including a

quartet an octet and several soloists
Aa augmented orchestra will assist in
the concert

AnnouncementsFormal and
Informal

Years ago Dr Conan Doyle said of
Sherlock Holmes that he had tried to
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Indicate m his stories that Holmes bad
two sides to his nature one
in Dr Watson and the other In Holmes
himself This admission is care-

fully veiled in the story was clearly
made plain to William Gillette because
In his dramatization of the series he

the fictional hero and his friend
Dr Watson just tim qualities which
manifest that they are the two sides of
one nature Watson stands for the sober
thinker the man devoid of mental abil-

ity to grasp points of deduction and
the man who hates tile use of the drugs
which makes his other salt Sherlock
Holmes Holmes on other is
a man who te not himself but who
De Qulncey when under the influeiv
of his favorite drug Is another hen
with the ability to grasp seemingly tri-

vial but rrr lriam point-

a man with aa abnormal character a 1

a mil who freely acknowledges r

when his peculiar nature demands it l 1

must have stimulating drugs The on

of the man sets sod the oibtr
chronicles

Martin Harvey
The distinguished Engttab actor T r

tin Harvey wU tear the Colum a
Theater during the week sC Decemir
16 He original London
puny will pretest the dramatization f

A Tale of Two Cities which
gave fame to The Only Way
which was afterwards reproduced in t 3

country by Henry Miller The hiy-

wrtght is Rev Mamas Wins
A sterile enactment of Only W v

at Lyceum Theater Loodou Jr
years ago mad both Mr Wilts and Mr
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